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To the Reverend Mr. VILLETT "Es 
Ordinary of Nzwcars. 


REVEREND Six, 


81 is aa 
appearance to you. FT read it to you after it was 


compoſed, and you thought it proper to be di fuered, 
as was intended. You heard it delivered, and are 


Pleaſed to think that its publication will be uſeful. — 
To a poor and abjeft worm, like myſelf, this is a 
ſufficient inducement to that publication ; and 1 bear- 
tily pray God, that in your hands it may frequently 
and effefually adminiſter to the inflruftion and comfort 
of the miſerable ! 
1 am, dear Sir, 
With my fincereft thanks for your bumane and friendly attention, 
Your truly forrowful, 
and much affliied Brother in Chriſt, 


om WILLIAM DODD. 


AN 


ADDRESS, &. 


My dear and unhappy Fellow-Priſoners, 


FN ONSIDERING my peculiar cir- 
cumſtances and ſituation, I cannot 

think myſelf juſtiſied, if I do not deliver 
to you, in ſincere Chriſtian love, ſome of 
my ſerious thoughts on our preſent awful 
ſtate. 

In the ſixteenth chapter of the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, you read a memorable ſtory reſpect- 
ing Paul and Silas, who, for preaching the 
goſpel, were caſt by the magiſtrates into pri- 
ſon, ver. 23,—and, after having received 
many ftripes, were committed to the ayer, 
with a ſtrict charge to keep them fafely. 

Accordingly he thruſt them into the inner 
priſon, and made their feet faſt in the ſtocks. 
At midnight Paul and Silas, ſupported by the 

teſtimony 


killed himſelf, ſuppoſing that the priſoners 
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teſtimony of a good conſcience, prayed, and 
fang praiſes to God, and the priſoners heard 
tzem; and ſuddenly there was a great earth- 
quake, fo that the foundations of the priſon 
were ſhaken; and immediately all the doors 
were opened, and every one's chains were 
loofed. The keeper of the priſon awaking 
out of his ſleep, and ſeeing the priſon doors 
open, in the greateſt diſtreſs, as might well 
be imagined, drew his ſword, and would have 


had been fled —But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, Do thyſelf no harm, for we are all here. 
Ehe keeper, calling for a light, and find- 
ing his priſoners thus freed from their bonds 
by the imperceptible agency of divine power, 
was irreſiſtibly convinced that theſe men were 
not offenders againſt the law, but martyrs to 
the truth : he ſprang in therefore, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and 
Silas, and brought them out, and faid, Sins, 

Wuar MUST I do To BE SAVED ? 
at muſt I do to be ſaved? is the import- 
ant queſtion, which it becomes every human 
being to ſtudy from the firſt hour of reaſon to 
the laſt : but which we, my fellow-priſoners, 
ought to confider with particular diligence 
— 
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and intenſeneſs of meditation. Had it not 
been forgotten, or neglected by us, we had 
never appeared in this place. A little time 
for recollection and amendment is yet allowed 
us by the mercy of the law. Of this little 
time let no particle be loſt. Let us fill our 
remaining life with all the duties which our 
| preſent condition allows us to practiſe. Let 
us make one earneſt effort for ſalvation !|— 
And oh! heavenly Father, who deſireſt not 
the death of a ſinner, grant that this effort 
may not be in vain! 

To teach others what theymuſ dotobe ſaved, 
has long been my employment and profeſſion. 
You fee with what confuſion and diſhonour I = 
now ftand before you—no more in the pulpit 
of inſtruction, but on this humble ſeat with 
yourſelves. —You are not to confider me now 
as a man authoriſed to form the manners, or 
direc the conſcience, and ſpeaking with the 
agg hs. hehe pager ray 
guilty, like yourſelves, of a capital offence ; 
and ſentenced, like yourſelves, to publick and 
ſhameful death. My profeſſion, which has 
given me ftronger con victions of my duty 
than moſt of you can be ſuppoſed to have at- 
tained and has extended my views to the con- 


ſequences 
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ſequences of wickedneſs farther than your 
obſervation is likely to have reached, has 
loaded my fin with peculiar aggravations ; 
and I intreat you to join your prayers 
with mine, that my forrow may be propor- 
tionate to my guilt ! 
l am now, like you, enquiring, what Imuſt 
do to be ſaved? and ftand here to communi- 
cate to you what that enquiry ſuggeſts. 
Hear me with attention, my fellow priſoners; 
and in your melancholy hours of retirement, 
confider well what I offer to you from the 
ſincerity of my good-will, and from the 
deepeſt conviction of a penitent heart. 

Salvation is promiſed to us Chriſtians, on 
the terms. of Faith, Obedience, and Repent- 
ance, I ſhall therefore endeavour to ſhew, 
how, in the ſhort interval between this mo- 
ment and death, we may exert faith, per- 
form obedience, and exerciſe repentance, in a 
manner which our heavenly Father may, in 
his infinite mercy, vouchſafe to accept. 

I. F415 is the foundation of all Chriſtian 
virtue. It is that without which it is impoſſible 
te plcaje God, 1 ſhall therefore confider, 
firit, How faith is to be particularly exerted 
by us in our preſent ſtate. 


Faith 
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Faith is a full and undoubting confidence 
in the declarations made by God in the holy 
Scriptures; a ſincere reception of the doQrines 
taught by our bleſſed Saviour, with a firm 
aſſurance that he died to take away the fins of 
the world, and that we have, each of us, a 
part in the boundleſs benefits of the univerſal 

To this faith we muſt have recourſe at all 
times, but particularly if we find ourſelves 
tempted to deſpair. If thoughts ariſe in our 
minds, which ſuggeſt that we bave finned 
it is vain to ſeek for reconciliation by repent- 
ance; we muſt remember how God willeth 
that every man ſhould be ſaved, and that thoſe 
who obey his call, however late, ſhall not be 
rejeted---If we are tempted to think that the 
injuries we have done are unrepaired, and 
therefore repentance is vain; let us remember 
that the reparation which is impoſſible is not 
required; that ſincerely to will, is to do, in 
the ſight of Him to whom all hearts are open; 
and that what is deficient in our endeavours 


ww 
redeem us. 


. 


Yet 
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Yet let us likewiſe be careful, left an erro- 
neous opinion of the all- ſufficiency of our 
Saviour's merits lull us into careleſſneſs and 
ſecurity. His merits are indeed all- ſufficient! 
But he has preſcribed the terms on which 
they are to operate. He died to ſave ſinners, 
but to ſave only thoſe ſinners that repent. 
Peter, who denied him, was forgiven, but he 
obtained his yardon by weeping bitterly. They 
who have lived in perpetual regularity of duty, 
and are free from any groſs or viſible tranſ- 
greſſion, are yet but unprofitable ſervants :--- 
What then are we, whoſe crimes are haſtening 
us to the grave before our time ?--Let us work 
with fear and tremb ling, but ſtill let us endea- 
vour to work out our ſafuation. Let us hope 
without preſumption; let us fear without 
| deſperation; and let our faith animate us to 
that which we were to conſider. 

Secondly, * Sincere Obedience to the laws 
of God.” Our obedience, for the ſhort time 
yet remaining, is reftrained to a narrow circle. 
Thoſe duties, which are called ſocial and rela- 
tive, are for the moſt part out of our power. 
We can contribute very little to the general 
happineſs of mankind, while on thoſe whom 
kindred and friendſhip have allied to us, we 
have 
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have brought diſgrace and forrow. We can 
only benefit the publick by an example of 
contrition, and fortify our friends againſt 
temptation by warning and admonition. 

The obedience left us now to practiſe is 

 <* ſabmiſſion to the will of God, and calm 
acquieſcence in his wiſdom and his juſtice.” 

We muſt not allow ourſelves to repine at 
thoſe miſeries which have followed our of- 
fences, but ſuffer, with filent humility aad 
reſigned patience, the puniſhment which we 
deſerve ; remembering that, according to the 
apoſtle's deciſion, no praiſe is due to them 
22 
faults. 

When we confider the wickedneſs of our 
paſt lives, and the danger of having been fum- 
moned to the final judgment without prepa- 
ration, we ſhall, I hope, gradually riſe ſo - 
much above the groſs conceptions of human 

nature, as to return thanks to God for what 
once ſeemed the moſt dreadful of all evils 
our detection and conviction We ſhrink 
| back, by immediate and inſtinctive terror, 
from the publick eye, turned as it is upon us 
ment is afflictive, and ignominious death is 

B 2 fearful! 
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fearful! But let us compare our condition 
with that which our actions might reaſonably 
have incurred.---The robber might have died 
in the act of violence, by lawful reſiſtance. 
The man of fraud might have funk into the 
grave, while he was enjoying the gain of his 
artiſice: and where then had been aur hope? 
We have now leifure for thought; we have 
opportunities of inſtruction: and whatever we 
ſuffer from offended laws, may yet reconcile 
| ourſelves to God, who, if we fincerely feet 
him, will affuredly be found. 
But how are we to ſeek the Lord? By the 
way which he himſelf hath appointed; by 
humble, fervent, and frequent prayer.--Some 
hours of worſhip are appointed us; let us 
devotion is ſupplied; let us thankfully accept 
it. But let us not reſt in formality and pro- 
ſcription: let us call upon God night and day. 
When, in the review of the times which we 
have paſt, any offence ariſes to our thoughts, 
let us humbly implore forgiveneſs; and for 
thoſe faults (and many they arc and muſt be) 
which we cannot recollect, let us follicit 
mercy in general petitions. But it muſt be 
our conſtant care, that we pray not merely 
with 
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with our lips; but that when we lament our 
fins, we are really humbled in felf-abhor- 

rence ;* and that, when we call for mercy, 
we raiſcoa thoughts oops ad ru nth 
fect Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, 
which we ſhall be called, in the moſt folemn 
manner, perhaps a few hours before we die, 
that awful moment it will become us to drop 
for ever all wordly thoughts, to fix our 
preſented ; and to confider ourſelves as no 
longer connected with mortality.—-And poſ- 
fibly, it may pleaſe God to afford us ſome 
conſolation, ſome ſecret intimations of accept- 
ance and forgiveneſs. But theſe radiations of 
favour are not always felt by the fincereſt 
penitents. To the greater part of thoſe 
whom angels ſtand ready to receive, nothing 
is granted in this world beyond rational hope; 
and with hope, founded on promiſe, we 
may well be ſatisfied. 
But ſuch promiſes of ſalvation are made 
only to the penitent, It is requiſite then that 


we conſider. _ Thirdly, 
See Job, chap. ali. ver. 6. 
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Thirdly, * How Repentance is to be exer- 
ciſed, Repentance, in the general tate of 


Chriſtian life, is ſuch a forrow for fin as pro- 
duces a change of manners, and an amend- 
ment of life. It is that diſpoſition of mind, 
by which he who ffole, tealr no more; by which 
the wicked man turneth away from his wicked- 
neſs, and doth that whieh is lauſul and right. 
And to the man thus reformed, it is expreſsly 
promiſed, that he ſball ſave his ſoul alive. 
Of this repentance the proofs are viſible, and 


the reality certain, always to the penitent 


and commonly to the church with which he 
communicates; becauſe the ſtate of the mind 
is diſcovered by the outward aQtions.--But of 


and admits, no fuch evidence can appear ; 
for to us many crimes and many virtues are 
made impoſſible by confinement ; and the 


ſhortneſs of the time which is before us, gives 


_ little power, even to ourſelves, of diftinguiſh- 
ing the effects of terror from thoſe of con- 


viction; of deciding, whether our preſent 
| ſorrow 


| ® There cannot be a ſtronger exemplification of this 
idea than the conduct of the Jaylar, who uttered the 
queſtion, with which we commenced our enquiry—IWhat 
ſpall I da to be faved ?— What a change of mind and man- 
ners was wrought in him by the power of God! Read 
Acts, chap. Avi. | 


the repentance which our condition requires 


E We COP TIErEES 
ſent calamity. 


that our danger is not greater, and our ſtrength 
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ſorrow for fin proceeds from abhorence of 
guilt, or dread of puniſhment; whether the 
violence of our inordinate paſſions be totally 
ſubdued by the fear of God, or only craſhed 


den bene 
on the death- bed; but with this advantage, 


is more. Our faculties are not impaired by 
weakneſs of body. We come to the great 
work not withered by pains, nor clouded by 
the fames of diſeaſe, but with minds capable 
of continued attention, and with bodies, of 
which we need have nocare! We may there- 
fore better diſcharge this tremendous duty, 
and better judge of our own performance. 

Of the efficacy of a death-bed repentance 
many have diſputed; but we have no leifure 
for controverſy. Fix in your minds this deci- 
fion, © Repentance is a change of the heart, 
of an evil ta a good diſpoſition.” When that 
change is made, repentance is complete. God 
will conſider that life as amended, which 
would have been amended if he had ſpared it. 
Repentance in the fight of man, even of the 
penitent, is not known but by its fruits but 


—_—  - 
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our Creator ſees the fruit, in the bloſſom, or 
the ſeed. He knows thoſe refolutions which 
are fixed, thoſe con verſions which would be 
permanent; and will receive them who are 
qualified by holy deſires for works of righte- 
ouſneſs, without exacting from them thoſe 
outward duties which the ſhortneſs of their 
apply with all our ſpeed, and with all our | 
thoughts; that we ſet God before us in all his | 
zs the Father and the Judge of all the earth; 
as a Father, deſirous to fave; as a Judge, who 
cannot pardon unrepented iniquity: that we 
fall down before him ſelf-condemned, and 
excite in our hearts an intenſe deteftation of 
thoſe crimes which have provoked him; with | 
vehement and ſteady reſolutions, that if life 
were granted us, it ſhould be ſpent hereafter 
in the practice of our duty :* that we pray the | 
Giver of grace to ſtrengthen and impreſs theſe | 
holy thoughts, and to accept our repentance, | | 
though late, and in its beginnings violent : | 
that we improve every good motion by dili- | 
gent prayer; and having declared and con- 
3 Armed 


See 2 Cor. nnen 


proſecutor, the witneſſes, (. the judges. It 


faith, I know not of any words in which I could do it ſo 


an * 


we deliver NN. tots ko in firm 
hope, that he who created and redeemed us 


will not ſuffer us to periſh. Rom. v. 8. viii. 32. 


is not to be obtained, is that we forgive others. 
There is always a danger leſt men, freſh from 
a trial in which life has been loſt, ſhould re- 
member with reſentment and malignity the 


is indeed ſcarcely poſſible, that with all the 
prejudices of an intereſt ſo weighty, and fo 
affecting, the convict ſhould think otherwiſe, 
than that he has been treated, in ſome part of 
the proceſs, with unneceflary ſeverity. In this 
opinion he is perhaps ſingular, and therefore 
probably miſtaken. But there is no time for 

C diſquiſition 


+ 1 would have this expreſſion to be particularly at- 
tended to— While as a dying man, and with all poſſible 
ſincerity of ſoul, I add, that if I could wiſh to declare my 


well, and fo perfeQaly to my ſatisfaction, as in the Commu- 

nion ſervice of our Church: and if I would wiſh toconfirm 
that faith, I know not of any appointed method fo tho- 
roughly adapted to that end as participation in that com- 
munion itſelf. See particularly in this ſervice, the Exhorta- 


tion, Conſecration, prayer beginning We do not preſume, & c. 


—-Confeſſion--and prayer after receiving, O Lord and hea- 
venly Father, &c.—Convias ſhould diligently and repeat- 
edly read over this ſervice before they communicate. 
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diſquiſition: we muſt try to find the ſhorteſt 
way to peace. It is eaſier to forgive than to 
reaſon right. He that has been injuriouſly or 
unneceſſarily harraſſed, has one opportunity 
more of proving his ſincerity, by forgiving the 
wrong, and praying for his enemy. 

It is the duty of a penitent to repair, ſo far 
as he has the power, the injury which he has 
done. What we can do, is commonly nothing 
more than to leave the world an example of 
contrition. On the dreadful day, when the 
ſentence of the law has its full force, ſome will 
be found to have affected a ſhameleſs bravery, 
or negligent intrepidity. Such is not the pro- 
per bchaviour of a convicted criminal. To re- 
joĩce in tortures is the privilege of a martyr ; 
to meet death with intrepidity is the right only 
of innocence, if in any human being inno- 
cence could be found. Of him, whoſe life is 
ſhortened by his crimes, the laſt duties are 
humility and ſelf-abaſement. We owe to God 
ſincere repentance; we owe to man the ap- 
pearunce of repentance We ought not to 
propagate an opinion, that he who lived in 
wickedneſs can die with courage. If the ſe- 
renity or gaiety with which ſome men have 
ended a life of guilt, were unfeigned, they 
can be imputed only to ignorance or ſtupidity, 


or, 
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or, what is more horrid, to voluntary intoxi- 
cation:—if they were artificial ani a hypocri- 
tical, they were acis of deception, the uſeleſs 
and unprofitable crimes of pride unmortified, 
and obſtinacy unſubdued. 

There is yet another crime poſſible, and, 


as there is reaſon to believe, ſometimes com- 


mitted in the laſt moment, on the margin of 


eternity. Men have died with a ſtedfaſt de- 
nial of crimes, of which it is very difficult to 
ſuppoſe them innocent. By what equivoca- 

tion or reſerve they may have reconciled their 
conſciences to falſhood, if their conſciences 
were at all conſulted, it is impoſſible to know. 
But if they thought, that when they were to 
die, they paid their legal forfeit, and that the 
world had no farther demand upon them ; 
that therefore they might, by keeping their 
own ſecrets, try to leave behind them a dif- 
putable reputation ; and that the falſhood was 
harmleſs, becauſe none were injured ;—they 
had very little conſidered the nature of ſo- 
ciety. One of the principal parts of national 
felicity ariſes from a wiſe and impartial admi- 
niſtration of juſtice. Every man repoſes upon 
the tribunals of his country the ſtability of 
poſſeſſion, and the ſerenity of life. He there- 
fore 
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fore who unjuſtly expoſes the courts of judi- 
cature to ſuſpicion, either of partiality or 
error, not only does an injury to thoſe who 
diſpenſe the laws, but diminiſhes the public 
confidence in the laws themfelves, and ſhakes 
the foundation of public tranquillity. 

For my own part, I confeſs with deepeſt 
compunction, the crime which has brought 
me to this place; and admit the juſtice of my 
ſentence, while I am ſinking under its ſeverity. 
And J earneſtly exhort you, my fellow priſon- 
ers, to acknowledge the offences which have 
been already proved ; and to bequeath to our 
country that confidence in public juſtice, 
without which there can be neither peace nor 
As few men ſuffer for their firſt offences, 
and moſt convicts are conſcious of more crimes 
than have been brought within judicial cogni- 
AZance, it is neceſſary to inquire how far con- 

feſſion ought to be extended. Peace of mind, 
or deſire of inſtruction, may ſometimes de- 
mand, that to the miniſter, whoſe counſel is 
requeſted, a long courſe of evil life ſhould be 
diſcovered : but of this every man muſt de- 
termine for himſelf. —To the publick, every 
man, before he departs from life, is obliged 


to 
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to confeſs thoſe acts which have brought, or 
may bring unjuſt ſuſpicion upon others ; and 
to convey ſuch information, as may enable 
thoſe who have ſuffered loſes to obtain reſti- 
tution. 
Whatever good remains in our power we 
muſt diligently perform. We muſt prevent 
to the utmoſt of our power, all the evil conſe- 
quences of our crimes We muſt forgive all 
who have injured us. We muſt, by fervency 
of prayer and conſtancy in meditation, endea- 
vour to repreſs all worldly paſſions, and gene- 
rate in our minds that love of goodneſs, and 
hatred of fin, which may fit us for the ſociety 
of heavenly minds.—And, finally, we muſt 
commend and entruſt our fouls to lu, who 
died for the fins of men; with earneſt wiſhes 
and humble hopes, that he will admit us with 
the labourers who entered the vineyard at the 
laft hour, and aſſociate us with the thief 
whom he pardoned on the croſs ! 
To this great end, you will not refuſe to 
unite with me, on bended knees, and with 
humbled hearts, in fervent prayer to the 
throne of grace! May the Father of mercy 
hear our ſupplications, and have compaſſion 
_m—_—_ ; 


„O almighty 
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« O almighty Lord God, the righteous 
Jupee of all the earth, who in thy providen- 
tial juſtice doſt frequently inflict ſevere ven- 
geance upon ſinners in this life, that thou 
mayeſt by their ſad examples effectually deter 
others from committing the like heinous of- 
fences; and that they themſelves, truly repent- 
ing of their faults, may eſcape the condemna- 
tion of hell: look down in mercy upon us, 
thy ſorrowful ſervants, whom thou haſt ſuffered 
to become the unhappy objects of offended 
juſtice in this world! 

Give us a thorough ſenſe of all thoſe evil 
thoughts, words, and works, which have ſo pro- 
voked thy patience, that thou haſt been pleaſed 
to permit this public and ſhameful judgment 
to fall upon us; and grant us ſuch a portion 
of grace and godly fincerity, that we may 
heartily confeſs, and unfeignedly repent of 
every breach of thoſe moſt holy laws and ordi- 
nances, which if a man do, he ſhall even live in 
them. | 

Let no root of bitterneſs and malice, no 
habitual and deadly fin, either of omiſſion or 
cemm:ſfion, remain undiſturbed in our hearts! 
But enable us to make our repentance uni- 
verſal, without the leaſt flattering or deceitful 

reſerve, 
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reſerve, that ſo we may clear our conſciences 
before we cloſe our eyes. | 

And now that thou haſt brought us with- 
in the view of our long home, and made us 
ſenſible, that the time of our diſſolution draw- 
eth near; endue us, we humbly pray thee, O 
gracious Father, with ſuch chriſtian fortitude, 
that neither the terrours of thy preſent diſpen- 
ſations, nor the remembrance of our former 
fins, may have power to fink our ſpirits into 
a deſpondency of thy everlaſting mercies in 
the adorable Son of thy love. 

as Wean our thoughts and affeQtions, good 
Lord, from all the vain and deluſive enjoy- 
ments of this tranſitory world; that we may 
not only with patient refignation ſubmit to the 
appointed ſtroke of death, but that our faith 
and hope may be fo elevated, that we may 
conceive a longing defire to be diffolved from 
theſe our earthly tabernacles, and to be with 
Chriſt, which is far better than all the happi- 
neſs we can with for beſides ! 

And in a due ſenſe of our own extraor- 
dinary want of forgiveneſs at thy hands, and 
of our utter unworthineſs of the very leaſt of 
all thy favours of the meaneſt crumbs which 
fall from thy table—Oh ! bleſſed Lord Jeſus ! 
make us fo truly and univerſally charitable, 

that 


1 


24 De Cox vic r's AbDzzss, Ge. 


that in an undiſſembled compliance with thy Wi 


own awful command, and moſt endearing 
3 we may both freely forgive and cor- 


perſecutors, and flanderers Forgive them, O 
Lord, we beſeech thee turn their hearts, 
and fill them with thy love ! 

Thus, may we humbly truſt, our forrow- 
fal prayers and tears will be acceptable in thy 
ſight. Thus ſhall we be qualified, through 
ſinement [and theſe uneaſy fetters] for the 
glorious liberty of the ſons of God —And 
thus ſhall our legal doom upon earth be 
changed into a comfortable declaration of 
mercy in the higheſt heavens :—and all thro' 


thy moſt precious and all-ſufficient merits, 


O bleſſed Saviour of mankind !—who with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, liveſt and 
reigneſt ever One God, world without end. 
RR  _ 


See ROSSELL's Priſoners Direfor :—a work of ſome 
merit—and which I have endeavoured, in my melancholy 
hours of leiſure, to reviſe, and (I humbly hope) improve 
and mean to leave behind me, in the hauds of the Ordi- 
nary, as a ſmall teſtimony of my ſincete, but very weak, 
_ endeavours for the beſt welfare of unhappy men in confine- 
ment; to whom I have written a general Addreſs, to 
be prefixed to the new edition of RoSELL. 


Sax 


dially pray for our moſt inveterate enemies, 
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